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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the research were 1) to explore the current condition of the
Chinese Shrines located in Photharam Municipality, 2) to investigate the beliefs of
Thai of Chinese descent towards the sanctity of the Chinese shrines in Photharam
Municipality, and 3) to explore the roles of the Chinese shrines in Photharam
Municipality towards the living of Thai of Chinese decent. The key informants
included shrine overseers, residents of Chinese decent in the community, residents
from other communities, Thai of other ethnic origins who came to visit the Chinese
shrines. The research instruments consisted of observation, structured interview and
unstructured interview. Data was later synthesized by using descriptive analytics in

forms of describing, summarizing, and discussing.

From the finding of the condition or general information concerning with the
shrines, there were 5 Chinese shrines found in Photharam Municipality. They were
considered as the holy places for Thai of Chinese descent living in Photharam
Municipality and the places for holding rituals for Confucian, and Toaist practitioners
as well as those who believed in Mahayana Buddhism. Besides, according to the
finding regarding the religious belief towards the sanctity of the Chinese Shrines of
Thai of Chinese decent in Photharam Municipality, it was discovered that they still
had strong faith in the holy spirit presence in the Chinese shrines. That had been
clearly seen from their regular visits to the Chinese shrines all year long, especially in
religious events such as Chinese New Year, Hungry Ghost Festival, and Shrine Annual
Festival and so on. From these findings, Chinese Shrines presented significant roles
adhering the persistent belief of Thai of Chinese descent towards their living,
regardless of some period of fewer visitors. The contributed roles of Chinese Shrines
were not only being the center to combine heart and soul of all Thai of Chinese

descent, but also being the places for promoting community economics, in terms of



trading on the days that the aforementioned events held by the Chinese Shrines
authority. These would help binding the relationship between the Chinese Shrines,
the local Thai community and the local Thai of Chinese descent community

together.



